
Because the people 
who are crazy enough 
to think they can 
change the world are 
the ones who do. 
 
Steve Jobs 





People who really changed the world:
Adolf and Rudolf Dassler

Jürgen Kraus
Franconia Geoscience Ltd.

Franconians	



Franken (Franconia)
World’s highest brewery density
One brewery per 5000 people
Produces Germany’s best wines

Famous	Franconians:	
Alois	Alzheimer	
Albrecht	Dürer	
Goldman	Sachs	
Werner	Heisenberg	
Henry	Kissinger	
Willy	Messerschmitt	
Georg	Simon	Ohm	

Lehman	Brothers	
Dirk	Nowitzki	
Johann	Pachelbel	
Adam	Riese	
Levi	Strauss	
Richard	Wagner	



Olympic Games Berlin, 1936 
Long Jump 

Lutz Long (GER) 
(1913-1943) 
Silver medal 
7.87 m 

Jesse Owens(USA) 
(1913-1980) 
Gold medal 
8.06 m 



He made America great (again): 
Four Gold Medals, Berlin 1936 
100 m 
200 m 
4 x 100 m relay 
Long jump 

He failed: 
Apocalypse, Berlin 1945 



spikes 

stabilization Technology 



https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Raketenpanzerbüchse_54	
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Herzogenaurach, Franconia, Germany
Spring 1948



Adidas	stars	

West Germany
World Cup Winners 1954 

Soccer World Cup 1954
Switzerland:

New screw-in studs
Water-repellent leather

à adidas becomes 
a world brand



Puma Stars

Pele: “Puma King”

Mexico ‘70

Hand of GodMaradona

Mexico ‘86

“Puma King”



adidas design team, boxing shoe 
for Muhammad Ali, Ali-Shuffle, 
1970.

Puma “Theseus 
II”

2009, Usain Bolt
100 m in 9.58 s



Soccer	World	Cup,	Germany	1974	
Johan	Cruyff:	back	to	the	two	stripes	

The	cool	look	of	communism?	

Soccer	World	Cup,	Germany	2006:	
first	adidas	–	Puma	final	after	80	years	



Soccer	World	Cup,	Germany	1974	
Johan	Cruyff:	back	to	the	two	stripes	

Soccer	World	Cup,	Brazil	2014:	all	adidas	final	
(Sebastian	Schweinsteiger	&	Lionel	Messi)	

The	cool	look	of	communism?	



Popular culture then and now!



Herzogenaurach, 
Franconia 

adidas and Puma: 500 m apart

People look at each other’s 
sneakers

adidas and Puma support two 
different local soccer clubs

adidas and Puma workers did not
speak to each other

Separate tables in restaurants



Denmark			Baltic	Sea	

Rhine	

Black	Forest	

Appalac
hian	be

lt	

(Ardenn
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fergebir
ge)	

Harz	Mts.	(Hercynian)	

Bohemian	Massif	(Cadomian	to		Lower	Palezoic)	

North	Sea	

Herzogenaurach	



Did only people like Steve Jobs 
change the world? 
 



The	End	

Disclaimer:
There is much pleasure to be gained from useless knowledge. 
Bertrand Russell

1900	-1978	 1898	-1974	


